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Our recent survey among a nationally representative cross section of 1,202 

voters shows that there is broad support for DACA within the electorate and 

widespread opposition to overturning it.  The results among key subgroups of 

the electorate, including independents, moderates, and working-class white 

voters show that the politics of overturning DACA are not good for 

Republicans. 

Fully 76% of all voters say they support the DACA program, including 41% 

who strongly support it.  Just 16% oppose DACA, with only 8% saying they 

strongly oppose it.  Independent voters support DACA by 67% to 12%.  

Moderate voters support it by 76% to 11%.  White voters without a college 

degree, who are considered by some to be an important part of the 

Republican base, support DACA by 70% to 21%. 

Voters also disapprove of President Trump’s efforts to terminate the DACA 

program by a margin of 57% to 34%.  More than twice as many voters 

strongly disapprove (45%) than strongly approve (19%) of the President’s 

effort to terminate the DACA program.  Independent voters express 

disapproval by the lopsided margin of 62% to 19%, close to the level of 

rejection among moderate voters (64% disapprove, 23% approve).  Non-

college educated white voters, who support President Trump on other 

immigration issues, do not support him on terminating DACA (49% 

disapprove, 41% approve).   

Only 30% of voters say they want the Supreme Court to rule in favor in the 

DACA case, while 56% want the Supreme Court to uphold the lower court 

rulings that prevented DACA from being terminated.  Only 21% of 

independents and 19% of moderate voters want the Supreme Court to rule in 
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President Trump’s favor on DACA.   By 47% to 36%, working class white 

voters want the Supreme Court to rule against the administration and allow 

DACA to continue. 

The interviews for this survey were conducted online between August 30 and 

September 4, 2019.  The party identification of respondents, including those 

who just lean to one party or the other, is 46% Democrat and 43% 

Republican. 

  


